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MEDIA RELEASE 
Saturday 4th April 2009
WA’s Environment Heroes announced for 2009 
The Conservation Council of WA last night announced the winners of the 2009 Conservation Awards at a special ceremony at Kings Park.  Nine winners were announced for 2009. 
The Len Howard Community Group Conservation Award: 

· Cape Conservation Group of Exmouth
The John Oldham Conservation Employee Award:

· Dr Nic Dunlop of Victoria Park
The Young Environmentalist Award:
· David Lian Sinclair of Mt Hawthorn
2009 Conservation Council of WA Honours List:

· Brian Moyle of Melville
· Phylis Robertson of Balga
· Maria Mann of Broome
· Alice Stubber of Bunbury
· Rob Versluis of Riverton
· Astrid Herilhy of Kalamunda

The Conservation Awards were created by the Conservation Council of WA in 2005 to recognise and reward groups and individuals in the Western Australian community whose passion and dedication have made an outstanding contribution to the protection of the environment in our state.
Conservation Council director Piers Verstegen said: “These Awards recognise the enormous and often voluntary contribution of Western Australia's numerous community organisations, groups and individuals in conserving the State's unique environment.
“All recipients this year are outstanding leaders in our community and have shown qualities of strength, dedication and commitment towards protecting WA’s natural environment as well as providing invaluable support and guidance for future generations to do the same.”
The Honourable Donna Faragher, Minister for the Environment and Youth presented the awards to recipients at a special ceremony in Kings Park last night. 
The Conservation Awards are announced annually during Conservation Week.  Conservation Week is the largest community environment event in WA that celebrates WA’s unique environment and the community effort that goes into conserving and promoting action to protect it.  Conservation Week commenced on Saturday the 28th of March and concludes this Sunday the 5th April. 

Biographies of winners are attached.
Media comment: Piers Verstegen 0418 955 191

The Len Howard Community Group Conservation Award: 

Cape Conservation Group 
Cape Conservation Group is a community-based group run entirely by volunteers in the small, remote township of Exmouth in WA’s north-west. The group has been active since the 1970’s and has led many successful campaigns and projects. 

Among their achievements the group has tackled the development of the oil and gas industry, played a significant role in the SAVE NINGALOO campaign and has held an ongoing role in the rehabilitation and care of injured and orphaned native animals.

Over the last few years CCG has been an active and effective force – both in environmental lobbying and grass roots conservation.  Just some of CCG’s activities include the Ningaloo Turtle Program, the Community Monitoring of the Black-footed Rock-wallaby and the Cape Range Community Bat Surveys.  Other projects that CCG have been involved in include the No Plastic, Fantastic! campaign to reduce the use of plastic bags in the Exmouth region through collaboration with retailers, local and state government and the general public.  As a result of this campaign both supermarkets and many Exmouth retailers are now plastic bag free.

The North west cape of WA, which includes Ningaloo Reef, Exmouth Gulf and the Cape Range, nurtures some of Australia’s most spectacular and pristine environments. Protecting the environmental values of the NW cape is a challenging task but one that Cape Conservation Group has done with great success over the past 30 plus years.  

The John Oldham Conservation Employee Award:

Dr Nic Dunlop
Nic Dunlop is a highly experienced and respected scientist with an extraordinary record of community – based professional (and often unpaid) work. 

Over a working life, now spanning 26 years, Nic has used his training as an environmental scientist and ecologist in a wide range of capacities.  He has been a consultant, a university research coordinator and independent researcher, an environmental officer for two mining companies, a government officer with the Department of Minerals & Energy, and a liaison officer with the Conservation Council of Western Australia.  In his 7 plus years as Sustainable Fisheries Liaison Officer and most recently the Biodiversity Conservation Officer Nic gained a considerable amount of respect from the community, the conservation sector, some government departments and industry sectors for his excellent work.

Nic has done decades of amazing work on researching, monitoring and assisting in environmental protection for seabirds on islands off the Western Australian coast. Amongst other things, Nic’s seabird data has been vital to help track the impacts of many climate change on seabirds and their food sources.

Most significantly, Nic has also played a significant role working with many community groups to help them better understand their own local environments and assist them to stand up more successfully against inappropriate corporate or Government development proposals.

Recently Nic was the leading scientist who enabled the Esperance community to prove to the Government what kinds of health and environmental damage was being done as a result of lead contamination from the Port, and as a result has required the Government do greater assessment and clean-up work than would otherwise not have done.

Nic has been an outstanding leader and mentor to many in the conservation movement and an enormous asset to the Conservation Council of WA.

The Young Environmentalist Award:

David Lian Sinclair
21 year old Lian has been an active advocate for the Western Australian environment since an early age. He is currently one of the co-convenors of the Australian Student’s Environment Network which is a network of campus environment collectives all over the continent working for a just and sustainable future. David is also an active volunteer with many grassroots organisations and is studying a double degree in arts and commerce at the University of Western Australia.

Lian has amazing foresight and ambition to encourage more young people to get active and involved in campaigning for better environmental outcomes, particularly climate change action. 

While studying Lian has been an environment officer for The National Union of Students WA branch and supported students organising environment initiatives and projects at Murdoch, UWA and Curtin universities. David also played a key role in the organisation of the 2007 Students of Sustainability conference in 2007.  

In 2008 David was elected Climate Camp organiser for WA and together with Belinda Faulkner organised for WA activists to attend Australia's first ever camp for climate action in Newcastle in July. David helped to raise over $12,000 to transport over 30 activists to Newcastle to partcipate in workshops and take direct action against the world’s largest coal port.

David has amazing foresight and ambition for someone so young and his ability to creatively educate and empower others to encourage young people to be more actively involved in campaigning for better environmental outcomes is extraordinary. 

2009 Conservation Council of WA Honours List:

Brian Moyle

Brian has been a tireless campaigner for the landscapes and flora of 

Western Australia for over 20 years. In particular he has focused on issues such as land clearing, roadside conservation and the impacts of the mining boom on the environment. 

Brian joined the Wildflower Society of WA in 1983 and was elected Vice – President in 1996 and then President in 1998 – 2000.  His tireless service has certainly helped the Wildflower Society of WA to play an important active role in conservation and preservation of WA’s unique and world significant flora and landscapes.

Brian can be found anywhere that mining threatens flora in WA. Recently he has played an integral role in the campaign to Save the Banded Ironstone Formation ranges from mining. He is well known in industry circles and regularly meets with proponents of new mines and government to express concerns about projects.  He works cleverly, tirelessly and in subtle and effective ways with Government processes, agency staff, industry and other conservation groups on mining issues across WA.  Countless incremental improvements to projects can be attributed to his efforts.  Most significantly, his efforts have helped educate many within industry and Government agencies about WA’s magnificent native flora.

Many of the issues Brian takes on are not the typical iconic successes of the movement. Rather he has fought for two decades on issues that do not easily attract the public eye yet are integral to the protection of the flora and landscapes of WA.  

Phylis Robertson
Phylis has been involved in the conservation of Perth’s urban bushland for well over 20 years.  She has an unwavering commitment to teach people about the natural environment in which they live and to encourage everyone she meets to know and respect the flora and fauna they find in their own neighbourhood.

Phylis has been a key member of the Friends of Star Swamp Bushland and was instrumental in establishing a program of guided walks shortly after the formation of the Friends group in 1985.  Since then Phylis has expanded the program to other bush land areas in Perth including Lake Gwelup Reserve, Landsdale Conservation Park, Dianella Bushland, Whiteman Park, Trigg Bushland, Alexander Conservation Park and koondoola Regional Bushland. 

A retired primary school teacher Phylis has the ability to not only tell visitors about the various animals and gardens but instil a sense of excitement to create an encouraging learning experience.  This is especially so for children and overseas visitors and Phylis uses these opportunities to teach people about the native flora and fauna of Australia.

Phylis maintains a wide network of connections within the environmental fold, having regular contact with people in the fields of science, teaching, activism, community group management and the wider voluntary sector.  

Maria Mann
As Executive Director of Environs Kimberley for 12 years, Maria led the group through many major campaigns including the campaign to protect the Fitzroy River from damming and protect the west Kimberley from broadscale landclearing, irrigated agriculture and GM cotton.  Most recently Maria held a seat on the Northern Development Taskforce, bringing an environmental voice to the difficult discussions about proposed LNG developments on the Kimberley coast, which is shaping up to be EK’s biggest campaign yet. 

Maria has engaged fearlessly with politicians, government department bosses, mining directors, would-be land despoilers and many others. As a result Maria became a well-known figure in government and industry circles and on committees as well as within the Australian environment movement.  Locally, she kept communications open with the one-issue groups that sprang up at various times, including Friends of Gantheaume Point and, more recently, the anti-gas hub group Save the Kimberley. Maria has worked hard, often well beyond normal office hours and sometimes over weekends, and took part in extra-curricular fundraising activities.

It is not easy to summarise Maria’s wide-ranging contribution to EK and the Kimberley environment. However her legacy is a lasting one and she is a very worth recipient of this award.

Alice Stubber

Alice is held in high regard by many conservation groups within Perth and is a well known name in the environment community She has been an active volunteer for close to 20 years.

The Quinns Rock Environmental Group hails Alice as one of their most active members.  Alice was the groups Treasurer for many years and participated in the running of many activities including the successful Bushlinks program and Adopt A Bushland school program working with Quinns Rocks Primary School, Peter Moyes Anglican Communtiy School and TAFE.

Alice was the main contact for the Friends of Koondoola Regioanl Bushland and participated in community educational displays, guided nature walks and bush care events including rubbish collection, planting and weeding.  is a committed and active member of Friends of Koondoola Regional Park, Friends of Yellagonga Regional Park, Quinns Rocks Environment Group and the Wildflower Society.

Rob Versluis
Rob first became involved in environmental issues when he was president of Denmark Shire Council.  To help the forest campaign, dressed in suit, collar and tie, he was arrested sitting on a log in Rocky forest block and charged with hindering a lawful activity, an action that gained considerable public attention.  He defended himself in court and gave such a good defence that the magistrate ordered a spent conviction and awarded costs against the police

Since then Rob has put in countless hours working on forest issues through South Coast Environment Group and the WA Forest Alliance and off his own bat. He is the main NGO authority on Fauna Habitat Zones and as well as inspecting proposed FHZs, he keeps the records of their development and implementation.  Even the Conservation Commission at times defer to his superior knowledge.  

As a leader in WAFA, Rob has worked with many of WAFA’s member groups (Denmark Environment Centre, Denmark Environment Society, Leeuwin Environment, Bridgetown Greenbushes Friends of the Forest as well as SCEG) and he communicates with them via email and at WAFA meetings.

Rob is currently the interim convener of WAFA and is kept busy organising its records, finances and future activities.  He takes an active interest in issues relating to forests and bushfire mitigation and management.

Astrid Herilhy 

Astrid has been a vigorous and visible watchdog for conservation and animal welfare for over 25 years.  During this time she has demonstrated against poor planning and environmental decisions affecting bushland and wetlands, both in her local hills area and more widely.  She has been a constant thorn in many Local Government and State Government politicans’ side, and her uncompromising and direct comments on the environment often hit the mark.  She has always been ready to step in to protect the environment or animals that are being mistreated, no matter how difficult or dangerous the situation. 

Astrid’s Letters to the Editor of the West Australian, and local papers has usually received plenty of attention, and raised the profile of environmental and animal welfare issues.  She is a force to be reckoned with as she does not back down from her strongly held convictions.

Astrid has also been an energetic promoter of a sustainable population for Australia and an active member of Sustainable Population Australia.

Astrid’s courageous work has been invaluable in protecting native birds and animals from predation, as well as extending the life and enhancing the health of domestic dogs and cats. 

Astrid has been a tenacious, creative and bold advocate for the WA environment and her amazing contributions well and truly deserve to be recognised.
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